Open letter to Governor Hickenlooper's "Blue Ribbon" Task Force.

Dear Task Force Members:

The following grassroots organizations seek the opportunity to bring on-the-ground information about hydraulic fracking before you.  We have three requests in this regard:

1.	We request your attendance on a bus tour of Greeley and other points in northeast Colorado to hear and see the grassroots side of the fracking story.  You've been on a fracking tour sponsored by Anadarko.  They told their story.  It is well past time the grassroots were allowed to tell theirs. We remind the committee that they were established to learn the facts and make recommendations to the governor and the legislature. You cannot complete this charge until you hear what we know, until you hear our story.  This tour would be a first step.  The meeting on January 15-16 in Greeley provides such an opportunity.  The morning of the 15th could be set aside for it.  We would also expect representatives from local, state, and federal governments to be invited to participate up to a reasonable limit.  

2.	The several panels for this Thursday's afternoon sessions in Loveland(11/20/14) are, again, basically devoid of citizen participants.  It is the people who must live with fracking.  It is their concerns that form the basis for the commission's existence.  Indeed, if there were not growing opposition to what many citizens consider the oil industry's control over their lives and property, you would not exist.  So, in our opinion, you must invite those citizens who find the present course of things unacceptable to testify if this process is to have any legitimacy. Such groups exist across the state.  This process  should begin in earnest at the Rifle meeting scheduled for the 10th and 11th of December.

3.	We note from your revised schedule published on the state’s Department of Natural Resources web page that no hearings are scheduled in any of the five cities that have voted to stop the oil industry’s invasion via either moratoria or bans.  This couldn’t possibly be accidental and creates added suspicion of motive and outcome.  We strongly urge, indeed we feel compelled to insist, you revise your outreach schedule to include hearings in the cities of Boulder, Longmont, Lafayette, Broomfield, and Ft Collins. 

Thank you for your consideration:

	Be the Change

Kids Against Fracking
Earth Guardians
Mothers Project
Protect Our Loveland
Our Broomfield
Commerce City Unite Now
Pikes Peak Alliance for the Future  
South Park Coalition
Small Business Coalition of Louisville
ECOGIG (Elbert County Oil and Gas Interest Group)
Weld Air and Water
Citizens for a Healthy Ft. Collins
Food and Water Watch
Fractivist.org
What the Frack?! Arapahoe
Citizens for Huerfano County
Our Health, Our Future, Our Longmont
Citizens for a Healthy Community (Paonia, CO)
Frack Free Boulder
MindDrive Legal Services
Garfield Transparency Initiative
Clean Energy Action
	South Denver 350.org
	Front Range Food Producers and Purveyors 
	Save The Poudre: Poudre Waterkeeper
	QuestionFracking.org
Wild Earth Guardians

